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hardship to Dissenters.    If the annual Acts of Indemnity
had been a perfectly valid protection, and  Beaufoy could
show that they were not, the Dissenters were still entitled
to complain that their religion was branded with a public
stigma.    The   Dissenters  were,  by  universal  admission,  a
loyal and an orderly section of the community.    They had
taken up arms to  defend the Hanover dynasty in  1745,
and   their  only  reward  had  been  an  Act  of Parliament
pardoning  demonstrations of fidelity to the throne, which
the law  forbade  to  all but  Anglicans.    The Acts  under
which they suffered had been placed on the Statute Book
with their own co-operation, and it was a mean and un-
worthy policy for the Established Church to turn to their
own oppression the measures they had assented to when
there was   a   danger   of  the overthrow of Protestantism,
These Acts were a weakness to the country because they
imposed  disabilities  on  such  men  as  John   Howard, and
deprived the nation of the services of conscientious, industri-
ous, and public-spirited Englishmen.    They were a discredit
to England because France, a Catholic country, admitted
Protestants, and  Sweden, a  Protestant country, admitted
Catholics to the army  and the   fleet, whilst  England, a
Protestant country, could not even throw open her services
to all Protestants.    The Jacobite spectre had been finally
laid, and the State only suffered by retaining, as symbols
of disunion, institutions originally due to a political danger
that had vanished.    An embarrassment to the State these
Acts did a real injury to religion.    The profanation of the
Sacrament   implied   in   making it a  test   for   office  was
described in a powerful passage by Beaufoy whose speech
in moving the repeal of the Acts in 1789 was an utterance
of remarkable power.   " The Saviour of the world instituted
the Eucharist in commemoration of His death, an event so
tremendous that nature afflicted, hid  herself in  darkness,
but the British legislature has -made it a qualification for
gauging   beer   barrels   and   soapboilers'   tubs,  for writing
custom  house   tickets   and   debentures,   and   for    seizing